
HOW TO GET THE
FEDERAL RESIDENTIAL 
SOLAR TAX CREDIT

FREQUENTLY 
ASKED QUESTIONS

30%
OFF

YOUR RESIDENTIAL
SOLAR PANEL
INSTALLATION

(614) 456-7641 ecohousesolar.cominfo@ecohousesolar.comPOWER YOUR WORLD

Do I have to own the 
property and does it have 
to be in the U.S.?
Yes, but you can be a tenant-
shareholder or condo member. 

Do panels need to be 
installed on my roof?
No, they just have to be installed 
on the property.

Can I apply if I financed 
the installation and 
equipment?
Of course!

Do renewable energy 
certificates or state tax 
credits and rebates get 
deducted? 
No, they don't.

Do I have to be 
connected to the grid?
Nope! You can be off-grid too.

Can I get the credit for 
installing new battery 
storage to my existing 
solar installation?
Yes, batteries count too!

COLLECT RECEIPTS FROM YOUR 
SOLAR INSTALLATION COMPANY

COMPLETE A NEW SOLAR 
INSTALLATION IN THE 

CALENDAR YEAR

The credit covers the cost of panels, equipment, 
labor, permitting fees and storage batteries.

1

2

30% OF TOTAL INSTALLATION COST
WILL BE DEDUCTED FROM FEDERAL
INCOME TAX OWED
For a $15k installation, your rebate would be $4,500.
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COMPLETE AND 
ATTACH YOUR 
IRS FORM 5696 
TO YOUR FORM 
1040 OR 1040NR

SUBMIT RECEIPTS
AND UTILITY 

REBATES WITH
TAX PAPERWORK

PREPARING YOUR
OWN TAXES?

GETTING YOUR
TAXES PREPARED?
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For detailed instructions, visit 
ecohousesolar.com/tax-credit


